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M3 Bcex MOMX BOCIIOMMHAHMI, 13 BCETO 06CKOHEYHOTO
KOJIMYECTBA OIMYIIEHWIA MOel JXU3HU CAMBIM TSITOCTHBIM
ObLI10 BOCIOMMHAHUE O €AMHCTBEHHOM YOUIICTBE, KOTOpPOE
s copepiima. C TOif MUHYTBHI, YTO OHO MPOU3OIILIO, 51 He
MOMHIO JHSI, KOrga Obl s HE UCIBIThIBAN COXaJleHUsI 00
sToM. Hrkakoe Haka3zaHMe MHE HUKOTIAa He YTPOKaJIo, TaK
KaK 3TO CIyYMJIOCh B OU€Hb UCKITIOUNTENbHBIX 00CTOSITE T b-
CTBax U OBIJIO SICHO, YTO $I HE MOT ITOCTYIMUThL MHaue. Hukro,
KpoMe MeHS$I, B1o0aBOK, He 3HaJI 00 3TOM. OTO ObLI OAWH
13 0ECUUCIEHHBIX 3MNU300B I'PpaXkAaHCKOI BOWMHLI; B 00-
IIeM XOJe TOTHAIITHUX COOBITUIA 3TO MOTJIO PaCCMaTPUBATh-
¢Sl Kak He3HauuTeJIbHas IoJAPOOHOCTh, TeéM 00Jjiee UTo B Te-
YyeHUe TeX HECKOJbKUX MUHYT U CEKYHI, KOTOpEIE TIpe/-
IIECTBOBAJIM 3TOMY 3IM30JYy, €ro MCXOJ WHTepecoBal
TOJIBKO HAac JBOWX — MEHS U €Ille OTHOTO, HEM3BECTHOTO
MHe, yenoBeka. [TotoM g ocTancsd oauH. boiblie B 3ToM
HUKTO He y4acTBOBaJI.

41 He Mor OBl TOYHO OIMCcAaTh TO, UTO OBLUIO IO 3TOIO,
ITOTOMY YTO BCE TIPOXOINIO B CMYTHBIX U HEBEPHBIX OUYep-
TaHUIX, XapaKTePHBIX MOYTH IJII BCIKOTO 00T KaxKmoit
BOWHEBI, Y4aCTHUKY KOTOPOTO MEHBIIIE BCETO IIPEICTABIISIIOT
cede, 4YTO MPOUCXOIUT B ACHUCTBUTEIBHOCTU. DTO OBLIO
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JIeToM, Ha 1ore Poccuu; 1111 yeTBEpThie CYyTKM HEIIPEPhIB-
HOTO 1 0€CTIOPSIIOYHOTO ABKEHUS BOICK, COIIPOBOXKIAB-
1Ierocs cTpesbdoil 1 nepeMenammmuMucs 6osmu. A co-
BEPLIEHHO MOTePsJT MpeACTaBlIeHre O BpEMEHHU, 51 He MOT
OBl JaXKe cKas3aTh, I[1Ie UMEHHO 5 Toraa Haxonuics. S moMHio
TOJIBKO T€ OIIYIIEHMSI, KOTOPHIE ST NCITBITHIBAJI U KOTOPBIE
MOTJIM OBl UMETh MECTO U B APYTUX OOCTOSITENBCTBAX, —
YyBCTBO I'0JIOJA, XKaxKIbl U TOMUTEIbHON YCTAJIOCTU; 51 HE
criaj rnepea 3TUM JIBe C TTIOJIOBUHOM HOUM. CTOSIT CUJIBHBIN
3HOM, B BO3[lyXe Kojebalics ciaaberonuii 3amax AbiMa; 4ac
TOMY Ha3al Mbl BBILLJIM U3 Jieca, OAHA CTOPOHA KOTOPOTO
ropena, u TaM, Kyaa He JOXOAWUJI COJTHEYHbBIN CBET, MEIJICH-
HO I10JI13/1a OTPOMHasI TajieBasi TeHb. MHe CMepTeIbHO XO-
TEJIOCh CIaTh, MHE Ka3aJIoCh TOTMA, YTO CamMoOe OOJIBIIOE
CYacTbe, KaKoe TOJBbKO MOXKET ObITh, 3TO OCTAHOBUTHCS,
JIedb Ha BBIKKEHHYIO TpaBy U MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYTh, 3a0bIB
000 BceM pemutenbHo. Ho MeHHO 3TOro Hesb3sl ObLIO
IeaaTh, U S IPOIOJIKAI UATHA CKBO3b rOPSIIYI0 U COHHYIO
MYTb, U3peKa IJ10Tas CIIOHY U IIPOTUpasi BpeMsl OT Bpeme-
HU BOCIaJIeHHbIe O€CCOHHMLIEH 1 3HOEM TJia3a.

A MoMHI0, 4TO, KOT/1a MBI ITPOXOIVIIN Yepe3 HEOOIBIITYIO
poly, 5 Ha CeKyHIy, KaK MHE IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, IIPUCIOHUIICS
K JepeBy U CTOSI 3aCHYJ IOJ 3BYKH CTPENbObI, K KOTOPbIM
s1 JTaBHO yCIIeJl IPUBBIKHYTh. KOraa st OTKpbLI I71a3a, BOKPYT
MEHsI He ObLJI0 HUKOTO. Sl IepeceK poly U IIoLIeN 110 J0-
pore, B TOM HallpaBJIeHWHM, B KOTOPOM, Kak s I10Jiarall,
JOJIKHBI ObLTY YT MoU ToBapuIlu. [Toutu TOTYAC XXe MeHs
MneperHai Ka3ak Ha ObICTPOM FHeJIOM KOHE, OH MaXHYJI MHE
PYKOI 1 4TO-TO HEBHSTHO IpoKpuyaa. Yepes HeKoTopoe
BpeMs MHE IIOCYACTIMBUJIOCH HANTH XyIyI0 BOPOHYIO KO-
ObLTY, XO35IMH KOTOPOM ObLI1, MO-BUAMMOMY, youT. Ha Heit
OBLIM y37euKa ¥ Ka3aybe CeJI0; OHA IIKIIajia TpaBy U bec-
IIpecTaHHO oOMaxuBajach CBOUM JIJIMHHBIM U XUIKUM
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xBocToM. Korna s1 cesl Ha Hee, OHa cpa3y IolLIa JOBOJIbHO
PE3BBIM KapbhepoM.

S exaJt Mo MyCTIHHOM U3BMBAIOILEACS 1OpOre; U3pe-
Ka ronaaajnch HeOOoIbLINE POLIULBI, CKPBIBABILME OT MEHS
HeKoTopble ee 3rnobl. CoJIHIIE OBLIO BLICOKO, BO3AYX ITO-
YTU 3BeHeJI OT 3Kapbl. HecMoTpst Ha To, UTO 5 exaj ObICTpO,
Y MEHS$I COXPaHWJIOCh HEBEPHOE BOCITOMUHAHUE O MEIJICH-
HOCTHU BCETO MPOUCXOAUBIIEro. MHe mo-npekHeMy Tak XkKe
CMEPTEBLHO XOTEJIOCH CIaTh, 3TO XKEJIAHUE HATIOJHSLIO MOE
TEJIO U MOE CO3HAHUE, U OT 3TOT0 BCE Ka3aJIOCh MHE TOMMU-
TeJbHBIM U JOJTUM, XOTS B IEACTBUTEIbHOCTU, KOHEYHO,
HEe MOIJIO OBITh TaKUM. Bos 6osbIle He ObIJIO, OBIIIO TUXO;
HU 10331y, HY BIIEpeIr MEHS s He Buaea HUKoro. M BoT
Ha OJHOM M3 IIOBOPOTOB IOPOTU, 3arvOaBIICiCsl B 3TOM
MeCTe TMOYTHU Mo MPSMBIM YIJIOM, MOS JOLIAAb TSIXEI0
Y MTHOBEHHO ymaJjia Ha BCeM CKaky. f yman BMmecTe ¢ Helt
B MSITKOE M TEMHOE — ITOTOMY YTO MOM TIJ1a3a ObLIMU 3aKPbI-
Thl — MPOCTPAHCTBO, HO YCIIEJ BLICBOOOAUTH HOTY 13 CTpe-
MEHU U TTOYTU He MocTpafa npu nageHuu. Ilyns nonana
el B mpaBoe yxo 1 mpoouJia roiaosy. [ToqHSIBIIKMCH HA HOTH,
s1 00epHYJICS U YBUEI, UTO HE OYEHb JaJIeKO 32 MHOM T -
KEJIbIM M MEIJICHHBIM, KaK MHE ITOKa3aJa0Ch, KapbepoM
exaJl BCaAHMK Ha OrpOMHOM OeJioM KoHe. Sl moOMHIO, 4YTO
Yy MEH$I JaBHO He ObLIO BUHTOBKU, 51, HABEpHOE, 3a0bL1 ee
B poile, Koraa cnaja. Ho y MeHs ocTaBajics peBOJIbBEp,
KOTOPBI 51 ¢ TPYAOM BbITAILIUJI M3 HOBOI 1 TYTOI KOOYPHI.
A mpocTosIT HECKOIBKO CEKYHI, IEPXa €ro B pyKe; ObIIO
TaK TUXO, YTO I COBEPILUEHHO OTYETIMBO CJBIIIAN CyXUe
BCXJIUITBIBAHUSI KOITBIT IO PACTPECKABIIIEHCS OT XKaphl 3¢M-
JIe, TSDKEJIOE JbIXaHUWe JOIIaaN U elle KaKOH-TO 3BOH, MO-
XOXHUH Ha 4acToe BCTPSIXMBAaHME MaJCHbKOU CBSI3KU Me-
TajuTmyeckux Koell. [ToTom s1 yBUaes, Kak BCalHUK OpOCUIT
MOBOJbS U BCKMHYJ K IJIe4y BUHTOBKY, KOTOPYIO 10 Te€X
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nop Aepxkaj HanepeBec. B 3Ty cekyHay s1 BeicTpeaui. OH
IEPHYJICS B CellJIe, CII0JI3 C HErO M MEIJICHHO YITal Ha 3eM-
0. £ ocTaBaicsl HEIOABIKHO TaM, THIe CTOSII, PSIIOM C TPY-
TOM MOe€M Jiolllaau, 1Be WU TPU MUHYTHI. MHe Bce Tak Xe
XOTEJIOCh CIIaTh, U 51 MPOAOJIKAJ OLIYIIATh TY K€ TOMUTEIb-
Hyl0 ycTajocTb. Ho s ycnen mogymMarth, 94To He 3HalO, YTO
KIET MEHS BIIEpEOU 1 IOJITO JIX ellle Oydy XWB, — W He-
yAepKUMOE KeJlaHuEe YBUIETb, KOro s YOUJ, 3aCTaBUJIO
MEHSI CABUHYTBCS C MecTa U MOIOUTU K Hemy. Hu omHoO
paccTosiHMe, HUKOTIa ¥ HUTIEe, MHE He ObLUIO TaK TPYIHO
IIPOMTH, KaK 3TH ISITHASCIT WU MIECThASCIT METPOB, KO-
TOpbIE OTAENISIJIM MEHS OT YIaBILIEero BCaaHUKA; HO S BCe-
TakKu I1eJI, MEIJIEHHO IIepecTaBiIsisi HOTM IO pacTpecKaB-
1ieics, ropsiueit 3emie. HakoHel 1 npuOAnU3uiCs K HEMy
BIUIOTHYI0. DTO ObLI YeJIOBEK JET ABaALIaTy ABYX — ABa-
LIaTU TpeX; LIaIKa ero oTjeresa B CTOpOHy, OeJ10Kypasi ero
roJioBa, CKJIOHEHHasl HaboK, Jiexasia Ha IIbIJIbHO Topore.
OH OBIIT JOBOJILHO KpacwB. Sl HAaKJIIOHWICS Hal HUM U YBU-
JeJT, YTO OH YMUPAET; My3bIpU PO30BOI MEHbI BCKAKMBAIU
U JIOMaIMCh Ha ero rydoax. OH OTKpPbUI CBOM MYTHBIE IJ1a3a,
HUYETo He MMPOU3HEC U OTISATh 3aKPbLI UX. S CTOSUT Hag HUM
M CMOTpEJI B €I0 JIMIIO, IIPOI0JIKas AePKAaTh HEMEIOIITMMU
najablilaMW HEHYXXHbIIA MHE Teriepb peBoJbBep. Bapyr Jjer-
KW TIOPBIB XapKOoro BeTpa JOHEC A0 MEHS U3Iajieka eBa
CJIBIIIHBIA TOTIOT HECKOJIBKUX JIoIanei. S BCIoMHMII Toraa
00 oIacHOCTH, KOTOpasi MOTJla MHe ellle yrpoxKaTb. benbiit
KOHb YMMPAIOIIETO, HACTOPOXKEHHO TOAHSB YIIU, CTOSI
B HECKOJIbKHX I11arax OT Hero. OTo ObUT OTPOMHBIN XKepeobell,
OYEHb BBIXOJICHHBI U YUCTHIN, C 4YyTh IIOTEMHEBILIEU OT
oTa cnuHo#. OH OTINYAJICS NCKIIOYUTEIbHON PE3BOCTHIO
W BBIHOCJIMBOCTBIO; S MPOJAJ €ro 3a HECKOJILKO OTHEW 10
TOro, Kak nokuHyja Poccuio, HeMelKoMy KOJIOHUCTY, KO-
TOPBIIA CHAOAMI MEHS OOJIBIINM KOJIMYECTBOM IIPOBU3UU
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M 3aIUIATWII MHE KPYITHYIO CYMMY HAYETO HE CTOSIIIUX JEHET.
PeBoabBep, U3 KOTOPOTO 51 CTPEIsLI, — 3TO ObLI MpeKpac-
HBI TapadesuIyM, — s BBIOPOCHII B MOPE, U OT BCErO 3TOTO
Y MEHSI He OCTaJIoCh HUYEro, KpoMe TATOCTHOIO BOCIIOMU -
HaHMs, KOTOPOE MEJIEHHO IPECIEA0BaI0 MEHS BCIONY,
Kyaa 3aHocuia MeHsl cyasba. ITo Mepe Toro, ogHako, Kak
OpPOXOIUIO BpeMsl, OHO MOCTENEHHO TYCKHEIO U IOYTH
YTpaTUJIO MO KOHELl CBOM IepBOHAYaIbHBIN XapaKTep He-
MOIPaBUMOTI0 M XTy4ero coxajaeHus. Ho Bce-Taku 3a0bITh
3TO Sl HUKOTAA HEe MOT. MHOTO0 pa3, — He3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO,
OPOVCXOAUIIO JIM 3TO JIETOM WJIM 3UMOI, Ha Oepery Mops
WY B INTyOMHE €BpONEHCKOro KOHTUHEHTA, — 5, He JymMast
HU 0 YeM, 3aKpbIBaJj IJla3a, U BAPYT U3 IIyOMHBI MO ma-
MSITH OIISITh BO3HUKAJI 3TOT 3HOMHBIN IeHb Ha 1ore Poccun,
M BCE MOU TOTAALIHKE OILYIIEHUS C TIPEeXHEei CUION BO3-
BpallaJKCch KO MHe. f Buaes CHOBa 3Ty pO30BO-CEPYIO I'PO-
MAaJHYIO TEHb JIECHOTO MTOXKapa ¥ MEAJIEHHOE €€ CMEILICHUE
B TPECKE TOPSIIUX CYYbEB U BETBEM, 51 YyBCTBOBAJI 3Ty HE-
3a0bIBaEMy10, TOMUTEIbHYIO YCTAJOCTh U TOYTU Hempe-
O0JIMMOE XeJaHue CIaTh, 6eCIoLIaaHbIi 0JIeCK COTHIIA,
3BEHSIIYIO XKapy, HAKOHEL, HEMOE€ BOCIIOMMHAHME MOUX
najbleB MPaBOil pyKHU O TSKECTU PEBOJIbBEPA, OLIYILICHUE
ero 1IepoXoBaToOil pyKOSITKM, TOUHO HaBCErIa oTevyaraB-
1eecsl Ha MOei Koxe, JIeTKoe MOKauYMBaHUE YePHOU MYIII-
KM TIepe MOMM ITpaBbIM IJ1a30M — U IIOTOM 3Ta OeJI0Kypasi
roJIOBA Ha CEPOM U ITbIJIBHOM JOPOIe U JIMIO, U3MEHECHHOE
OpUOIUXKEHUEM CMEPTHU, TOM caMOil CMEpPTH, KOTOPYIO
MMEHHO 51, CeKYHIy TOMY Ha3aJl, BbI3BaJl U3 HEBEIOMOTO
Oyaylero.

B Te BpeMeHa, Koraa 3To MporuCcXoauIo, MHE ObLIO IIECT-
HaJLATh JIET — U, TAKUM 00pa3oM, 3TO YOUICTBO ObLIO Ha-
YyajioM MOE CaMOCTOSITETLHOM XKU3HU, U 5 1aKe He YBepeH
BTOM, UTO OHO HE HAJIOXMJIO HEBOJIBHOT'O OTIIEYaTKa Ha BCe,
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YTO MHE OBLIO CYKIAEHO Y3HATh U YBUAETH TOTOM. Bo Besikom
ciIydae, OOCTOSITEIbCTBA, COIPOBOXKIABIIIME €I0 1 BCE, YTO
OBLIO C HUM CBSI3aHO, — BCE BO3HMKIIO IIepeao MHOM C 0CO-
OEHHOI OTYETIMBOCTHIO Yepe3 MHOro JieT B Ilapixe. D10
CJIyYUJIOCH IIOTOMY, YTO MHE IOMaJI B pPyKH COOPHMK paccKa-
30B OJHOTO aHIJIMICKOTO aBTOpa, UMEHM KOTOPOTO S 10 CUX
op HUKorga He cibiman. COOpHUK Ha3bIBaica «S mpumy
3aBTpa» — «I’ll Come To-morrow», — o rnepBomMy paccka-
3y. MIx Bcero Ob110 Tpu: «fl Tipuy 3aBTpa», «30I0ThIE pHIOKI»
n «[Ipukmmouenue B crenn», « The Adventure in the Steppe».
DT0 OBLIO0 OYEHB XOPOIIIO HAIIMCAHO, OCOOEHHO 3aMevaTeIb-
HBI OBV YIIPYTU 1 0€30IIMO0YHbBIN PUTM IIOBECTBOBAHMS
U cCBoeoOpa3Hasi MaHepa BUAETh BElll He TaK, KaK MX BUIST
npyrue. Ho Hu «S1 mpuny 3aBTpas, HU «30JI0ThIE PEIOKIT» HE
MOTJIM, OJHAKO, BO30YAUTH BO MHE HUKAKOT'O JIMYHOTO MH-
Tepeca, KpoMe TOro, KOTOPBIi ObIT €CTECTBEHEH JIJIST BCSIKO-
ro unTares. «A npuny 3aBTpa» ObUT MPOHUYECKUI paccKas
0 HEBECPHOM KCHIIWHE, O HEYTAYHOM €€ JDKM U O TEX HElO0-
pa3yMeHUsIX, KOTOPbIE 32 3TUM ITOCIENOBAIN. «30JI0ThIe
pHIGKI» — HeiicTBue mpoucxomio B Helo-Mopke — 310
ObLI, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, AUATIOT MEXXITY MY>KUMHOU U XKEeH-
IIAHOM W ONMCAHME OJHOM MY3BIKAJIbHON MEIOOUM; TOp-
HUYHAas 3a0bLjIa CHATH HEOOJBIIIOK aKBapUyM C LIEHTpalb-
HOTO OTOIUIEHUsI, PhIOKM BBICKAKMBAJIA U3 OYCHb HATPEB-
1Ieiics BoAbl M OMJIMCH Ha KOBpe, yMHUpas, a YIaCTHUKU
J1ajIora 3TOro He 3aMedaiy, TaK Kak OHa ObLIa 3aHSITa MTPO
Ha posijie, a OH — TeM, YTO CIIyIlIal ee urpy. MIHTepec pac-
cKa3a 3aKJII04aJics BO BBeIeHUH MY3bIKaJIBHOM MEJTOIUY KaK
CEHTMMEHTAJILHOTO U HEOIIPOBEPXKUMOI0 KOMMEHTapus
1 HEBOJIBHOTO YYACTHS B 9TOM OBIOIINXCSI HA KOBPE 30JIOTBIX
PBIOOK.

Ho Mens mopasuia Tpetuii pacckas: «[IpukiroueHue
B cTenu». DnurpadgoM K HEMY CTOsUIa CTpOKa U3 Darapa
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ITo: «Beneath me lay my corpse with the arrow in my
temple»”. DTOro 0MHOro OBUIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI IIPUBJIEYD
Moe BHnMaHue. Ho s He Mory nmepenarh 9yBCTBa, KOTOPOE
OBJIaIEBAJI0O MHOI MO Mepe TOro, Kak s YuTajia. DTO ObLI
paccka3 00 OIHOM U3 3MU3010B BOWHBI; OH ObLI HallMCaH
0e3 Kakoro 0bl TO HY ObLIIO YITIOMMUHAHMS O CTpaHe, B KOTO-
POl 3TO IIPOMCXOINIIO, MY O HALIMOHAJIBHOCTH €T0 YJacT-
HUKOB, XOT, Ka3aJ0Ch Obl, OMHO €ro Ha3BaHue, «[ Ipukio-
YeHUeE B CTeIM», YKa3bIBaJIO Ha TO, YTO 3TO KaK OYATO T0JIK-
HO Ob1710 OBITh B Poccum. OH HaumHacsa Tak: «Jlydmas
JIOIIagb, KOTOpasi MHE KOTma-IM00 IMpUHAaIeXana, ObLT
Kepebell 6e10i MacTu, MOJIyKPOBKa, OUeHb KPYIHbBIX pa3-
MEPOB, OTJIMYABILMICSI OCOOEHHO Pa3MalllUCTON U IIHUPO-
KoM ppIchi0. OH OBUT HACTOJBKO XOPOIIl, YTO MHE XOTEJIOCh
OBl €0 CPaBHUTH C OMHUM U3 TeX KOHEH, 0 KOTOPBIX TOBO-
puTcd B AnoKayiumncuce. OTo CX0JACTBO, B1I0OABOK, ITOIUYEP-
KHUBaJIOCh TeM, — JIJIsI MEHS JIMYHO, — UTO MIMEHHO Ha 3TOM
JIOLIAau s1 exaJl KapbepoM HaBCTpeyy MOe COOCTBEHHOM
CMEPTH, 110 paCKaJICHHOM 3eMJIe, B OMHO 13 CAMBIX XKapKUX
JIeT, KaKue 51 3HaJI 3a BCIO MOIO XX13Hb».

A Halen TaM TOYHOE BOCCTaHOBJIEHUE BCETO, UTO S Te-
peXxuBal B 1ajeKue BpeMeHa rpaxxiaHcKoil BoiiHbI B Poc-
CHM, W OTIMCAaHNE 3TUX HEBEIHOCMMO XXapKUX JHel, Koraa
MPOUCXOIWIN HauboJiee ITUTeIbHbIE M HaubOoJIee XKeCTOKIE
oou. A noren, HaKOHeIl, 10 MOCIAEIHUX CTPAHUIL paccKasa;
s YATAJ] UX C TIOYTH OCTAHOBUBIIMMCS ObIXaHWEM. Tam
s1 y3HaJI MOIO BOPOHYIO KOOBLITY X TOT IIOBOPOT AOPOTH, Ha
KOTOpOM oOHa Obu1a youTta. YenaoBek, OT J1lLa KOTOPOro
BeJICSI pacckas, ObLT yOeXKIeH cHavajla, YTO BCaJHUK, yIlaB-
LM BMECTE C JIOLIAAbIO, ObLT MO MEHbIIEN Mepe TIKeJo
paHEH — TaK KaK OH CTPEJIsLUI IBa pa3a v eMy Ka3alloCh, YTO

* «[Tomo MHOIO JIEXUT MOii TPYII CO CTPENIOii B BUCKe» (aHan.).
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OH 00a pasa normain. Sl He ToHUMAalo, TIoYeMy I 3aMEeTHIT
TOJIbKO O1MH BbICTpes. «Ho oH He ObLI1 yOUT, HU 1axe, Mo-
BUAUMOMY, paHEeH, — TPOAOJXKal aBTOp, — IMOTOMY UYTO
sl BUAEJ, KaK OH TTOJHSJICSI HA HOTU; B IPKOM COJTHEYHOM
CBeTe s 3aMEeTUJI, KaK MHE I10Ka3aJl0Ch, TEMHBIIA OTOJIECK
peBOJIbBEPA B €T0 pyKe. Y Hero He ObLIO BUHTOBKHU, 3TO
s 3HAIO0 HAaBEPHOE».

benwlii xkepebell mpoaoKaal UATA CBOUM TSIKEJIbIM
KapbepoM, MMPUOJIIKAsSICh K TOMY MECTY, I/Ie C HeTIOHSITHOM,
KaK Mucajl aBTOp, HEMOABIKHOCTBIO, ITapaIn30BaHHbIN,
OBITb MOXET, CTPaxXOM, CTOSUI YeJOBEK C PEeBOJbBEPOM
B pyke. IToTom aBTOp 3amepKaj CTpeMUTEIbHBIN X0 KOHSI
U TIPUJIOXKUJ BUHTOBKY K IUIedy, HO BIPYT, HE YCJIbIIIaB
BBICTpeEJIa, IIOIYBCTBOBAJ CMEPTEIbHYIO 00JIb HEM3BECTHO
Ile U TOpSIuYIo ThMY B I1a3ax. Yepe3 HeKOoTopoe BpeMsi Co-
3HaHWE BEPHYJIOCh K HEMY Ha OJJHY KOPOTKYIO U CYIOpPOX-
HYI0O MUHYTY, 1 TOTJa OH YCJbIIIaJ MeIJIEHHbIEe II1aru, KO-
TOpBIE NPUOIMKATINCH K HEMY, HO BCE MTHOBEHHO OIISITh
MPOBAJIMIOCH B HeEObITHE. Ellle yuepe3 Kakoi-To mpoMexy-
TOK BPEMEHMU, HAXOASICh YKe TTOYTU B IPeACMEPTHOM Ope-
Iy, OH, HEITOCTIKMMO KakK, MOYYyBCTBOBaJ, YTO Hal HUM
KTO-TO CTOMUT.

«4 cmemanm HedyenoBEYECKOE YCUIINE, YTOOBI OTKPHITh
IJ1a3a M YBUIETh, HAKOHEII, MOIO CMEePTh. MHE CTOJIBKO pa3
CHUJIOCH €€ CTpalllHOe, XKeJIe3HOe JIUII0, YTO 51 He MOT Obl
OIINOUTHCS, 1 Y3HAJI ObI BCeTna 3TU YePThl, 3HAKOMBIE MHE
J0 Mebyaiinux noapodHocTteil. Ho Teneps 51 ¢ ynuBiaeHU-
€M YBUJIEJI HaJl COOOM IOHOIIIECKOe 1 OJIETHOE, COBEPIIIECH-
HO MHE HEHU3BECTHOE JIMIIO C NaJICKUMU U COHHBIMU, KakK
MHE I10Ka3aJI0Ch, IJ1a3aMH. DTO ObUI MaJIb4MK, HABEPHOE,
YeTbIpHAALlAaTU WX IMSITHAOUATHU JIET, C OOBIKHOBEHHOM
U HeKpacuBoi (M3MOHOMUEN, KOTOpasi He BbIpaXkasa Hu-
Yero, KpoMe sIBHOM ycTaiocTh. OH MPOCTOSLI TaK HECKOJIb-
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KO CEeKYyH], ITOTOM IIOJIOXMJI CBOIl peBOJIbBEP B KOOYpY
u oromes. Korma s cHoBa OTKPBUI IIa3a U B IOCJIEIHEM
YCUJIUM TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, ST YBUOEI €r0 BEPXOM Ha MOEM
>kepeobiie. IToToM s1 OTISITh JIMIITMIICS IyBCTB Y IIPHUIIIEIT B CeO0sT
TOJIBKO MHOIO IHEW CIIyCTs, B rocniuTtajie. PeBonbBepHas
yJIs1 IIpo0OwIIa MHE TPyIb Ha IIOJICAHTUMETpa BEIIIE CEpLIa.
Moii anoKalInnTUYeCKUi KOHb He YCITeJI JOBE3TU MEHSI 10
camoii cmeptu. Ho mo Hee, g mymaro, octaBajoch O4eHb
HelanaeKo, ¥ OH IIPOJ0JIKaJl 3TO IMyTeleCTBYE, TOJILKO C IpY-
TMM BCaIHUKOM Ha criiHe. £ ObI 1OpOro aaji3a BO3MOXHOCTb
y3HaTh, TI¢, KOraa ¥ KaK OHM 00a BCTPETUII CMEPTh U IIPH -
TOAWJICS JIU €lIe 3TOMY MaJbyMKy €TI0 PEBOJIbBEP, UTOObI
BBICTPE/IUTD B €€ TIpU3pak. S, BimpoueM, He AyMalo, YTOObI
OH BOOOI1I€ XOPOILIO CTPeJIsI, y HeTo ObLI HE TaKOW BUI; TO,
YTO OH IToNaJjl B MeHs, ObLJI0, CKOpee BCero, cliydaifHo, HO,
KOHEUYHO, 51 ObIJT OBbI ITOCJIETHMM YeJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPBIi ObI
€ro B 3TOM YIIpeKHYI. I He caesian Obl 3TOro ellie ¥ IOToMY,
YTO, 51 MyMalo, OH, HAaBepHOE, TaBHO MOTUO 1 PaCTBOPHUJICS
B HEOBITUH, — BEPXOM Ha OeJIOM xKepeOlie, — KaK IocaeaHee
BUIEHUE 3TOTO IIPUKJTIOUECHUS B CTEIIN».

711 MeHsI IOYTHU HEe OCTaBaJIOCh COMHEHUI, YTO aBTOP
paccka3sa 1 ObLI TeM OJIETHBIM 1 HEM3BECTHBIM YEJI0BEKOM,
B KOTOPOTO ¢ Toraa ctpesii. O0bSICHUTH IMTOJHOE CXOICTBO
(axTOB CO BCEMU MX XapaKTEPHBIMU OCOOEHHOCTSIMH,
BILIOTH IO MacTU U ONUCAHUS JOIIaAei, TOJIbKO PSIOM
COBIIaJICHNU ObLJI0, MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, HEBO3MOXHO. {1 e1lie pa3
nocMoTpen Ha 0010xKy: «I’ll Come To-morrow», by
Alexander Wolf. DTo MoT OBITb, KOHEYHO, niceBaoHUM. Ho
3TO MEHS HE OCTaHAaBJIMBAJIO; MHE XOTEJIOCh HEIPEMEHHO
BCTPETUTHCS C 3TUM YesIoBeKOM. ToT hakT, 9TO OH OKa3aj-
CsI aHIJIMCKUM TTHcaTeieM, ObUI TOXe yauBuTeneH. I1paB-
na, Anexcanap Bonbd Mor ObITh MOMM COOTEYECTBEHHUKOM
M JOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIIO BIaAeTh AHIIMACKUM SI3bIKOM, YTOOBI



